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Premium play: IndiGo to
Introduce business class

STRENGTHENING GLOBAL PRESENCE

To be offered on
12 domestic routes,
starting Nov 14

FE BUREAU
New Delhi, August 5

AFTER SUCCESSFULLY
RUNNING low-cost services for
18 years, IndiGo on Monday
said it will introduce business
class seats in select flights on
12 domestic routes, starting
from November 14.

The airline also launched a
customer loyalty programme,
and is preparing to have wide-
body A350 planes in 2027.
These are part of the airline’s
measures toexpand itsbusiness
and strengthen its global pres-
ence. IndiGo CEO Pieter Elbers
said the business class seats will
be open for booking from
August 6 and the business class
passengers will be offered spe-
cial,curated meals,whichwill be
catered by Oberoi Hotels.

There will be a total of 12
seats in the configuration of 4
seatsin 3 rows in the A321neo
planes.Theseaircraftwillhavea
total of 220 seats — 12 business
and 208 economy class ones.

The introductory one-way
fare forabusiness class seat will
be starting at ¥18,018. Elbers
said the business class seats will
be available on the busiest and
business routes, and will be
started with Delhi-Mumbai
flights. Currently, Tata Group-
owned Air India, Air India
Express and Vistara offer busi-
ness class seats. The business

Global firms lease 53 mn

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi, August 5

LEADING GLOBAL FIRMS
have taken on lease nearly 53
million square feet of office
space since 2022 across six
major cities to set up Global
Capability Centres (GCCs)
with maximum demand in
Bengaluru, according to
CBRE and Zyoin.
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class fare by these carriers on a
Delhi-Mumbai route is around
%25,000.

IndiGo has a domestic mar-
ket share of nearly 61% and
around 975 planes on order. At
the end of June, the airline had
382 planes and operates over
2,000 flights daily, connecting
more than 120 destinations.

The airline’s customer loy-
alty programme, IndiGo
BluChip, will go live in Septem-
ber.IndiGois describingitsbusi-
ness product as IndiGoStretch.
“Atotal of 45 shipsetshavebeen
ordered to meet this upgrade,
with eachA321neoaircraft fea-
turing 12 business class seats
and 208 economy class seats.
Aircraftdeliveriesare scheduled
tobeginin Q4 of the current fis-
cal,and all business class instal-
lations are expected to be com-
pleted by the end of 2025, the

In their joint report,
property consultant CBRE
and hiring solutions firm
Zyoin highlighted that GCCs
have significantly amplified
their Indian operations over
recent decades, propelled by a
skilled  workforce, cost
efficiency, and a conducive
business climate.

This GCC growth
trajectory is anticipated to be

airline said in a statement.

About IndiGo BluChip,
the airline said as part of
the next phase of growth
towards becoming a global
aviation player, it is time to
recognise and reward most fre-
quent flyers through the new
loyalty programme.

Pre-registrations started on
Monday and the programme
will go live in September. Elbers
said the airline will launch
flights to seven more interna-
tional destinations in the cur-
rent fiscal.

Currently, IndiGo operates
more than 2,000 flights daily
and fliestoaround 120 destina-
tions, including 33 overseas
cities.The 34th foreign destina-
tion will be Jaffna in Sri Lanka.
The carrierwill be getting A321
XLR planes in 2025 and wide-
bodyA350aircraftin 2027.

IndiGo and |
are here to
stay: Bhatia

INDIGO CO-FOUNDER
AND managing director
Rahul Bhatia on Monday
said he and InterGlobe
Enterprises are here to
stay, saying that the
recent stake sale was
to raise funds for busi-
ness and general corpo-
rate purposes.

Bhatia’s  remarks
come against the back-
drop of concerns in
certain quarters about
a promoter entity sell-
ing stake amid ambi-
tious expansion plans of
the airline.

In June, InterGlobe
Enterprises sold 7.72
million shares, repre-
senting around 2% of
the total share capital of
InterGlobe Aviation, the
parent of IndiGo.

Speaking at an event
to mark 18 years of
flying of IndiGo,an emo-
tional Bhatia told the
gathering the stake
was sold to raise funds
for business and general
corporate purposes.

“It (the stake sale)
is no more complex
than that... InterGlobe
and I are here to stay,”
Bhatia said.

—FE BUREAU

sq ft office space: Report

concentrated in India’s top
six metropolitan areas, driven
by their exceptional talent
pools, enabling expansion
and future development.

“Global corporations are
affirming their long-term
commitment to India by
securing larger office spaces
for their GCCs,” the
consultant said.

Nearly 53 million square

feet of office space was
leased by GCCs between
2022 and the first half of
2024 across Bengaluru,
Hyderabad, Chennai, Pune,
Delhi-NCR and Mumbai.

Out of these six cities, the
share of Bengaluru in the
total leasing for GCCs stood
at  40%, followed by
Hyderabad at 21% and
Chennai at 14%.

Away from war, Team Ukraine
wins battle on field, and more

MIHIR VASAVDA
Paris, August 5

YAROSLAVA
MAHUCHIKH'S
TRADEMARK yel- ™
low-and-blue eye-
liner, the colours of the
Ukrainian flag she has
draped herself in, sparkle
under the bright lights of
the Stade de France. The high
jump gold medallist, who
broke a 37-year-old world
record last month, hugs com-
patriot Iryna Gerashchenko,
the bronze winner.
At the otherend of thefield,
Mykhaylo Kohkan, part of
Ukraine’s National Guard
(its military force),
watches his com-
patriots runalap
of honour. The
hammer-thrower
hopes he too can
join them, his
event isn’t over
yet.“(I) had prayed
to God,‘CanI please stayin the
medals?’”he would say later.
“I thought it would be very
nice if I get the medal also,

and we could celebrate
together on this magical
Olympic evening.”

Kohkan’s effort of 79.39
metres gets him the bronze.
Gerashchenko, who, like
Kohkan, had finished fourth at
the Tokyo Olympics grins.“We
did it! We are happy today!”

Inside this Parisian coli-
seum, the trio is painting a
picture of resilience. It’s
Ukraine’s finest hour at the
Paris Olympics, winning three
medals including a gold. On X,
the war-ravaged country’s
president Volodymyr Zelen-
skyy showers praise on the trio:
“Wearevery proud! Thankyou
for this result... Ukrainians
know how to be strong and
how towin.”

Atthe stadium, the Ukraini-
ans exit the ground to let the
100m sprinters take centre
stage and walk into a dull,
cramped roomwhere reporters
from close to two dozen coun-
tries surround them. Kohkan
has an easy smile and oozes
natural charm. But a crease
appears on his forehead when
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Ukranian athlete Yaroslava Mahuchikh (front) celebrates after winning the gold medal, with

bronze medallist and compatriot Iryna Gerashchenko

asked if he’ll have to join the
battlefront now that the
Olympics are over. “I don’t
know,” he mutters.

Next to him,Geraschchenko
breaks down, fearing for her
friendsand family.“Thave many
friends who are fighting now,
and who died. It is very hard.
They are very strong... This
medal is for them.I can be here
because they are at the front-
line,”she says.

In a quavering voice,
Mahuchikh calls the moment

“incredible”,given the circum-
stances. “In my country, the
Russians killed people and
almost 500 sportsmen died in
thiswar...they will never com-
pete and celebrate and feel
this atmosphere.”

On the “biggest night” of
her life, Mahuchikh’s mind
constantly goes back to the
well-being of her family in
Dnipro, her hometown. Home
tomilitaryhospitalsand rocket
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factories, Ukraine’s industrial
hub has been a regular target
sincethebeginning of Russia’s
invasion in February 2022.
“Unfortunately, even at an
Olympic Games, the war goes
on,” Mahuchikh says. “We’ve
had a lot of alarms and explo-
sions in my region. It’s really
tough forus,butwe’re fighting
on every field. We do our best.”
To put it mildly,doing their

REUTERS

best hasn’t been easy. Among
the countries that were once a
part of the Soviet bloc, Ukraine
hasbeen the best performerat
the Olympics after Russia.
When they left their homes,
paused their lives and started
afresh at new bases in new
countries, these athletes won-
dered if Ukraine’s sporting for-
tunes would dip.

It hasn’t, at least given the
situation. As of Monday after-
noon, Ukraine, represented
here by 142 athletes, has six
medals,including two gold, the
second won in fencing. Every
medal and every medallist,
though, hasastory to tell.

Since the war began, hun-
dreds of sports facilities
across Ukraine have been
destroyed. In Mariupol, the
port city that’s now occupied
by Russia, an aquatic centre
was bombed, forcing diver
Stanislav Oliferchyk to alter
his training plans.
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